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A powerfully built crow with a strong 
bill and legs. Walks on ground with 
steady gait. Often seen alone but 
may fomn small groups; however, 
much less sociable than Jackdaws 
or Rooks. Flies with steady, deep, 
'rowing' wingbeats. 
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• Delightful chuckling song, 

I 

and is striking in appearance 
with its dark metallic-blue 
upperside, creamy belly, 
red throat and very long, forked 
tail. Spring and summer visitor. 

Streaky overall, 
wings (the black 
colour partly hid 
and whitish feat 
and pale wingb 

aler 

Whatever scenery you take in 
on your country walk, birds 
are sure to feature! 
Forests are home to a mixture 
of insect-and seed-eating birds 
both close to the ground and 
high in the treetops while open 
grassland, hedgerows, 
meadows, and less cultivated 
fields all offer productive 
habitats for a variety of birds. 
Water increases the diversity of 
habitats and food in a 
landscape, and so increases 
the number and variety of birds. 

Male blue-grey on crown and 
upperparts, wings and tail similarly 
blue-grey with black tip to tail. Face 
and underparts dirty white with whiter 
eyebrow and dark moustache. Female 
has dark brown upperparts, wings and 
tail boldly barred, underparts off white, 
heavily blotched blackish. 

Large, with elongated body and 
neck, long tail and long, 
straight, hook-tipped bill. 
Mostly blackish, but cheeks 
always pale, throat white and 
bill grevish with bare vellow skin 

Sparrow-sized, relatively 
long-tailed bunting with greyish 
bill and rusty rump. Summer 
male has yellow head and 
underparts, smudgy rufous 
breast-band and finely streaked 
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-flanks. In w_inter, yellow areas 
�.;:.__ largely hidden by duller 

�---.· F-_-,.:_11\%. feath_er tips. Female similar -�'S'��, to winter male but even 
,1,:::_-::,.�� less yellow, immature -- • • ·- duller still, with no obvious 

yellow in plumage. 

If you're planning a 
birdwatching walk, get 
out early and late, 
especially in hot summer 
weather when birds are 
much more active early 
and late in the day. The 
lig�t is usually much 
better too, allowing you 
to see colours more 
accurately and avoiding 
heat-haze. 

BUZZARD 
A medium-sized raptor, usually 
seen soaring high in the sky. At 
rest appears hunched and 
'neckless'. In flight wings 
broad and blunt, with 
well-fingered tips, 
head not projecting 
beyond wings, 
tail short and 
broad. 
Plumage 
very 
variable. 

This gorgeously colourful 
woodland bird is a member of 
the crow family, and is 
reluctant to show off its 
beautiful pink, blue and 

• -;:inrl-whitP nh ,m::ige. 

A little bigger th 
a Starling, boldly 
marked black and 
white, with red 
vent and undertail 
coverts. Male has 
red patch on 

'- hindcrown, 
:�'t a female lacks • red on head. 

his beautiful owl 
·cognised, with i 
hite plumage_ 

NUTHATCH 
Squat and short-tailed with long, 
dagger1ike bill. Sexes similar, but 
male has darker and more 
contrasting brick-red flanks 
and vent. 

Plain g 
grey hE 
outer tall leathers. 1:ar-coverts 
usually darker than remainder of 
head, f, 
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Mallard males have shiny 
green heads, white 
neck-collars and chestnut­
brown chests, while the 
females are mottled brown 
and produce the familiar loud 
quacking Cqll. 

Light brown upperparts and pale 
underparts marked with lines of 
black spots that form uneven 
streaks. Hind claw very long; 
evident when bird is perched on 
a wire or twig. May form small 
flocks in autumn. 

Seeing a skylark is more 
challenging than hearing one. 
The male rises from near his 
nest on the ground and flies 
high. Pointed crests help tell 
them apart from other 
smallish brown birds. 

REEDWARBL 
Slender warbler with rather long, 
pointed bill. Very plain, although 
rump usually paler and more 
rusty-brown. Under-tail coverts 
long and full, and tip of tail 
graduated. Sexes similar. 
Spring and summer visitor. 

Upperparts dull brown 
streaked blackish, underparts 
dirty pale grey. Male has black 
mask between eye and bill, 
large ragged black bib and 
chestnut sides to grey crown. 

cteristically perches 
upright, flicks its wings, 

allies out to catch insects 
returning to the same or 
perch. Spring and 

visitor. 

Medium-sized bunting with small 
dark bill. In summer male has black 
hood with white moustache, collar 
and underparts. Female and 
immature are brown streaked 
blackish above, of f -white or buffish 
below wrth smudgy streaks. 

HERON 
Tall grey bird with a 
crested head and long, 

dagger-like bill. When 
it takes flight, it 

looks prehistoric 
with its huge 

broad 

This colourful, acrobatic little 
bird is best identified by its 
blue cap, white cheeks and 
eyebrows, and bright yellow 
belly. 
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